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S. riue to enter in at the PEA Gate fer many * 
(1 ſay vnto jou) will ſecke to enter in and foal | I "1 
not be able, ; 


Ur L oꝛd Teſus Chriſt ſaith in 
Xa the 20 of Matth. Many are cal- 
. 7 led, but few are choſen. In the 
Er 7 of Mitth. Verſ. 17. he bids 
Vs, Enter in at the ſtrait Gate: 
for it ok wide Gate and broad way thar Fu: ata | 
leadeth to deſtruction: many there be char . 
goe in thereat: becauſe the Gate is ſtrait and bo 
che way narrow, that leadeth vnto life, 86d 6 
ew there he that finde it. 1 5 bw 
In this plate ot & aint Luke we reade of lub. 1 TY We 
a certaiae man which tame to our Saviour N 
41 : g 2 Chi 


i 
7 avila, 


n 
- 
| 
[1 
. 
7 


1 


| 14,9952 


" Chillfqasked him of purpole. whether few 


ſhould ve ſaued To whem our Loz2d Jeſus 
anſwered thus; 8 nue to enter in at the ſtare 
Gate, tor many (I ſay vnto you) will ſeełe to 
enter in, and ſh1ll nor he abb'e. In Which an⸗ 
wer, albeit our Sautour doth net anſwer]. 
directly te his queſtion either negatiuelp oz 
afficmatinely : yet doth he plain!y inünuate ] 
by his ſperches:that few thall be ſaucy. 

Reverend regarded in Chziſt Jeſus ; his] 
is a luſficient motive whereby dur Santourſe 
Chꝛiſt ſoꝛe warneth vs, that if we doe not in 
time repent. fozſake our ſinnes, and ſeckeN} 
after God: both the ancient Chꝛiſtian Fa⸗ x 
thers, ( whole eyes ſaw not what we ſe,no; 
their cares heard net what we heare) pea 
the very Peathen alſo (all riſe vp in iudge⸗ 
ment againft vs, Foz it is good counſel 
which . Auguſtine giueth, Qund pt odeſt (1 
omnia habes, eum ramen qui omnia deaith 
non habere? Mihat is a man the better 
though he haue all things, and be withouf 
him which is the authoꝛ of all things. 

Let none therefoze ſtumble at it: but 1 
any doe, let them remember the charge tha 
we haue alſo from God, O. (farth one) con 
hderec wericulum meum: Ms that is diſple 
ſed with me let — coaſtder my Wee 1 
alt 


to Heaven. 3 


ſaith not God to Teremie, that he would de⸗ ler. 2.7. 
ſtrop him befoꝛe his face, it he held his peace, 1 
Saint Auguſtinc ſaith very well: Q id tu 
ſuccenſes mortalis? iub u ſſione Chiiſti mare 
CY adi & tu ſurdus es? O weꝛme of the earth 
why doeſt thou ffozme ? the Sea heatd and 
obeyed the voice of Chzift:and doſt thou Cop 
thy eares 2 Mae audit, ventus cef]ar, & iu 
jutt::? The ſea wared calme.the wind was 
ſtill, and doſt thou bee in to bluſter and ſwel⸗ 
Doe not we ſneake from the mouth of God? 
doth not the Holy Ghoſt giue vs lofty and Tit. 1.7. 10 
Flo2totts titles ? as, the Stewards of Gods "Co 1. 4 | 
ne hauſs, diſpoſers of his ſecrets , diſs | Mar.16. 1 7 
Wurſers of his treaſures, keepers ok the 4. Apoc. 3.7. 
bꝛoad ſeale, kepers of the.keyes of beaten; „. 12 
Gods Secretaries, Gods Embaſſadezs, An- Cor.8, 23. 
Pels, pea, the very glozp ef Chꝛiſt: and all "a 
his ts expꝛeſſe the excellency of our calling: | nl 
et the vild varlets and venemous termine i 
f the earth, dare call vs pꝛond P2eiates, 208 
ld Parſons, and pelling Y2iefts. O mon- 
*Micus and intoberableimpiety: J (peak toal 
Fats, not to ſome ſew of dne ſoꝛt. But that 

hich herein J ſpeak ts not much moꝛe then 

hat ot the Apoſtle Paul (as foe of tut A6. 
wu poets haue ſaid which is warrantable. 
Ons thing thereloze deare Chꝛiſtians let 
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Strait Gate 


me beg of pou:to wit, ſhat you Would heare 
diligentlp, receiue ʒcaloullp andindge ſcbers 


' Mat.16. ly amddiſcreetlp, Non mca verb? ſunt ſed ver- 


ba vicx x: <:1:x, Thep are not my woꝛdo but 
the woꝛds of eternall life. Fez the woꝛd of 
God hath ſundzy hearers : ſome receiue it, 
ſome receiue it not. Note the parable ofthe 
ſed the ſced ofthe woꝛd of God when it wag 
ſowne ſome fell by the high way fide, ſome 
von ſfony ground ſome vpon tho2nes, and 
ſom in good ground, vc. But moze bziefly 
and ſtrictly. the woꝛd t God hath t wo ſozts 
1 of hearers:Clec and Kepꝛob ate. The Cleg 
ſay with Peter: Domine ad quem ibimus? 


_- Hall we goe ? thou haſt the wozds of eter⸗ 

nall lite. The Repzobate ſap; Durus eſt hich 
ſermo : This is a hard ſaping, who can heare 
it? can moꝛtalitp put on immoztalitp ? can 

this coꝛruption put on inco zruption? can 

Fox inthe Chx@ be God and man ? can God beget i 


Beorc of Hon? as of late the Donill of No2wich vine 


Man. [lily ſaid: pea, woꝛſe then a Deuill was he 
Foz the Deuils in the 4 of Luke acknowler 
ged Chꝛiſt, crying e ſaying thou art Chꝛiſt 

the ſon ol God, but this Deuil denyed Chill 

The iwoꝛd of God is pꝛeached in vaine fe 


many:the hony is loſt that is put into by 
el 


Luke 4. 
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ſelroligall: the ach is taſt away that is ut 

into dꝛie poles: and the ſev periſheth that 8 
r. is ſotone vpon the ſand. . Cyprian ſaith; cri 
if Certe labor irtitus xſt, &: nulltus — ok - cont. 1 ' 
ff feirc lumen cæco, ſermonẽ ſurdo,fopicntiam 4 1 
f bruto: e:MmMnecc ſentire brutus poſſit, nee cæcus * 4 
lumen adm ttere, nec ſurdus: audire: Txuiely 
git is leff labeur and to no purpoſe; fo offer | 
ul lightto a blinde man. ſpgch to a deafe man, 4 
dj Wiſdome fo a groſſe head:ſ&ing that agrefſe 1 
head cannot perceiur, a dlinde man cannsf 
ts ſi anda deafe man cannot heate Theanct- 3 
ent Father Ocigẽ ſaith, Quanto melius eſſet iy 
nonnulls omnino non àudire veibum Dei, *4 
qumaudire cum malit ia; veFaudire cum hi- 5 
poctifi:melius iuten;.dicireus ad comparatio- 
nem malo um: Hou much better were it fo; 
ſome not to hear the woꝛd of God at al, then 
tb hoxre with malicez n to heare it with hy⸗ 
pberise, we ſap, better in reſpect of euils. 

7 Ebevefoze mydeare E zethzen and ſelle r 
P>CConers; pour friendly cenſure 3 humbly 
dets; togethet : withyeur diligent attenti⸗ 
on; ald due regard of the matter enſuing: in 
thoepeniig andierphica ion of theſe — 
ot Dauiour C hit: whercin J doe aſ⸗ 
ſuvs pon, I meddle nat at all with any con- 
titus ũes in the Church, oꝛianꝝ thing in the 
9 1 ffate 
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fateErclKatftivalt; but mei erifepintole? 
contronerfie with Satan and nne. It is 


| rojrtrived into th; principalt hend: u here- 


Kk 13.23. 


Dap. 


in our Sauiour Chil declareth how. hard a 
thing it is to enter into liſe, and how few 
Gal enter An the firſt. our Lo2d Jeins bids, 
vs ſtriut carneſtly. - inthe ſecond, hs affir- 
meth that the gate is very Crait.: In the 
third robe ſaith, many mßied cke to enter u 
— e. % 1373052 erte 

Th: particulars that agcorre (asauonr- 
there ark) they chaltbertonched rather _ 
h aiꝛdled in their place: 

s touching the firſt head: where hel vids: 
vs ſiriueearneflp; notingthereby that it ig 
a mattero? great ictrifet,againſt the Wip3ba,; 
the Flech and the Deni and therefoze ins; 
may rather wander that vba veſavay; | 
then ſa few chall be:ſagngdy::;FT2z we haue all; 
the lets and hind;ances unt ma be, both: 
within va, and with:at1vs&we-hant(asthey 
ſap the Sun. Moons eren ſtarres agauilf 
vs: we haue all the Denlis in be] againſt na. 
with all their hoꝛnes! heads, mariualiaus 
ffrength; infiinte wiles, cunning denieen, 
depellights, and methodit Attemptstianaa 
Mere raues a ſoꝛe ſtreame againſt v3 then 


une we this pꝛeccatd EINE 1 
5 | 511 


| 2 a eil! © 1 


with his innumerable baites, ſnares, nets, 
ginnes grins. gc. to catch vs, fetter vs, and 
int angle vs. ere we haue both pzofits and 
pleaſares, riches and honcar, wealth and 
pefcrment ambition g couetouſneſle. Pere 
comes a campe toyall of ſpirituall and inui⸗ 
üble enemies E aſtly. wee haue cur lech, 
that is, oux cozrupted nature againſt v: we 
haue our ſelues againſt cur ſelues: Foz ust 
eur ſelues are as great enemies to sur ſalua⸗ 
tion, as either che world oz the Deuill: 
Je our nderſtanding, reaſon, will and afs 
feajonsare altogether againſt vs. Dur na⸗ 
turall wiſdome is an enemy to vs: our con- 
tupiſcence and luſt o- doe miniſter ſfrength 
fo; Satans temptations, they are all in 
league; with Satan againſt vs, they take 
port duith bim in eucry thing againſt vs 
endet ſalualion, they fight all vnder his 
ſtandard and receine their pap of him This 
then goeiß hard an gur fide, that the Deuill 
bathan inward party againſt vs; and wie 
care alwayes within v3 our greateſt enc- 
te,;Whichis ener ready night and day to 
tray vs into hands of Bat han: pea, ta 
babolt: the dooze to let him in ts cut our 
thog's. Here tten vs ſæ an huge armie ot 
bend(ull enemies rand a very legion ae, 
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nils lying in ambuth againft our ſonles: are 
not we therefoze pooze w3etrhes, in ameft 
pififull caſe, which are thus belleged and 
betrayed on exery ſide 2 all things then du ⸗ 
ly confidered, may not wee iuſtlo maruell 
that any ſhall be ſaned 2 Foꝛ who ſeeth nos, 
who knoweth not, that thouſand thouſands 
are caried headlong to defruaion (without 
the great meccy of God ? ) either with the 
temptations of the wozld, the fleſh, of the 
Deuill. Wut pet further J witltew ven 
other apparant and euident reafons272 that 
the number of Gods Elen vpon the facev0 
the garth are very few in compariſon, which 
may thus be conſidered. Firck, let thetsdet 
taken away from amon git es the Papiſts, 
Atheiſts, and Beretiques.-Decondlp; let 
there be ſhouelled out of vitiout and note 
rious euill liuers, asſwearers, dꝛun dards 
who2cmongers, carnall wo2vlings, dotei⸗ 
ners cooſenors, pꝛeus men, ristoꝛs game⸗ 
ſters, and the pꝛophane multitude. Thirdly; 
let there be refuſed and ſozted out all hö 
crites, carnal Pꝛateſtants, vaine pꝛofe cos 
backe⸗f iner s decliners, :e Chꝛiſtians. 
Let all theſe (I ſay) be ſeparated, and then 
tell me how many ſound, ſincere, fatfhfull, 
and zealous wozſhippets ot Sod _—_ bee 

dund 
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found among vs? J ſuppoſe we ſhould not 
nerde the Art of Arithmeticke to number 
them: fo2 I thinke there would be very few 
in eu rp Uillage, Tewne,and City. J doubt 
they would walk very thinly in the ſtret., ſo 
as a man might eaſily tell them as they noe. 
Dur Lo2d Jeſus asketh a queſtion in the 


Goſpel of Saint Luke, ſaping do you think Lake! » 


when the Sonne of man cemmeth that he 
ſhall finde faith on the earth? to the which 
we may anſwer. ſurely very little. 

To make it meze cleercly manifeff that 


few ſhall bee ſaued: in the firſt age ofthe Cen. * 4 


wozld, all fleſh had ſo cozrupted their waies 
that ©od could no longer beare them, buf 
euen vowed their deſtruction by oner flow⸗ 
ing of waters: when the flood came, how few 
were found faithfull : eight perſons where: 
onely ſaued by the i rke. Bow few righteous 
found in Sodom, and the Cit ies adiopning?* 


but one pooꝛe l. ot and his family. Bow few. 


beltcuers were found in Jericho ? but one 
Rahab. Pew few of the old Iſraelites eu⸗ 
tred into the Land of Jzomiſs 2 but two, 
Caleb and loſuah : the reſt could not enter 
in becanſe of vabelefe. The true and inui- 
fable Church was ſmall, during the gouern⸗ 
ment of the Judges, as appeareth — 
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I in that booke. In Elias time the Church 
was ſa ſmall that it did appꝛare weake. In 


the reigne ofthe u ings of Eſracle Tudah, 
the ſincere wozihiopers were very few, as 
appeareth by the complaint of all the 2-209 
phets. During the Captimtie, the Church 
was as tte Mone vnder a cloud: ſhee was 
dziuen into a wildernetſe, where ſhe did hide 
her (elf. During the perſecution of the Greek 
Emptice by Goy aud M>gog, and Egppk, 
they were fewet of all. In Chats time, 
with what &:ty company did ho begin withs 
all? How were all things co2rn5ted by the 
PoteTs, Scribes, and Phariſtes pzeaching, 
there were ke m bel@uers. dAiter the firſt fir 
bhund:eth pedres;. what an etlipſs was in 
the Church during the height of Antichziſts 
reigne. How few teur woꝛzchippers of God 
were in the wozto foz the ſpace of almoſt 
nine hundꝛed peares? Since the Gaſpell 
was pꝛeached and ſpꝛead abꝛoad. how few 
do belæut ? And as the Pꝛophet Ely ſaith, 
Domimie quis credidit audicuſnoſtro ? Load 
who hath betiwned dur cepoꝛts? Chus then 
pau le, it doth appeare (both by Scripture, 
rcafon, and examples o? ali ages) that the: 
number cf the clect is very (malt, and: 


= al! comes to all, few Mall bes ſaued. 
Therc⸗ 


Thereſcꝛe let vs ſtrive earnettiy tage met 
the ſtrait Gate, foz the ſmall number ol 
thoſe that ſhall be ſaued ought to thznft vs 
fozward fo enter in thereat Chzift lait h, ok 
Contendite intrare per anguſtam porram, Luk 23. 44 
quia multi (dico vobis: ſtudebunt᷑ intrare, & y 
non porerent: Sfrine to enter in at the nar⸗ 
row Gate, ſoz many (I ſay vnto you) will 
ſeke to enter in and ſhall not be able. And . 
in another place, hee ſaith ; The Gate is Match. r. 
ſtrait, and the way narrow that leaderh vnto je 
life, and few there be that finde ite. If men fl 
world conſider of this, and try with them 
feines whether they bee of that (mall num 4 
ber ez no; it would make them loa-e better | 
about them, c. Death th:catneth vs, who 
is very terrible to fleſh, and the remem- 
b:ance of it very bitter to man that is 
ſowſed, ſoaked, and ſetled in the pleaſures 
of this We'd. at flattereth na man it regar⸗ 
deth not perſons it weigheth not friendſhip, 
if careth not foꝛ rewards, it is Hery grimme, 
vvaly. and crueit, andkilleth downe right 
where it hittety. T herekoꝛe. Chailt bids vs $8 
ſtriue earneſtly. To knit vp this point, @. be. 
Bernard ſaith; C here is none of vs all which . f 
ſtandeth not in need of counſell, pꝛops, and gr 
helpe. Che generall miſery ofmankinde is ad. 7 
triple, amin #þ E 
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©  friple, et. Foz both wee are eatle to be ſedu - 


ted, and vnable to doe well, and very weake 


and euill, wer are deceined : if we noe abont 


fo doe gosd, wie quickly ſaint : if we endea⸗ 


nour to refiff euill, wee cannet endurs but 
are eaſiip duercome. T he tyzannie and rage 
of Satan is vnſpeakeable, and his power 
mighty: the baits ef the wezid be innume⸗ 


able, andeur fie fraile and weake: They 


\ 
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are th:& deadly enemies to our ſaluation, a⸗ 


gainſt all whom we maſk ioyntlp fight. 
Dur firſt adnerſarie,the Deuil, a roaring 
1 pon, rangeth about, ſeeking whom he may 
deuoure, and inuenteth a thonſand wales fo 
entrap vs, e bꝛing vs to euerlaſting ſhame 


Sh. 2. 16 and deffrucion. Fo: Saint 2aul ſaith, wer 


ils. 


St. 2. 1 1 


wzeſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, but as 
gainſt rule, againſt powers, againſt wozldly 
Gcenernours sf the darkneſſe of this wosld, 
againf ſpirituall wickedneſſe in all ſpiritu⸗ 
all places. Our ſecond enemy is the wozld, 
the whcle KN o21d1is altogether ſet on wicked 
neſſe, there is nothing in the woꝛld but the 
luſt of the fleſh, the laſt of the eyes, and the 
p:ide of life. 

T he third, our fleh our fleſh which rebel⸗ 
leth and luſteth contrary to the ſpiri: 2 


ts reſiſt. It we wold diſcerne betweene good 
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inf's fight again the ſonle-: Mere youſee 1 
what enemies they be to ſaluation. * 
Bois then ſhall war ffrine to enter in at Thee 
the ſtrait Gate and narrow wap leading to and means i 
tuerlaſting life: F irſt, refit the Deuill and of frivieg. 7, 
be will fly from you. Refift him in faith, in 
Pꝛaper, and in the wo2d. Secondly,be cru⸗ 
| cified to the wozld even as rangers, Which 
are not of the woꝛld. Foz we haue no abi⸗ 0 
ding City here: but wee (&ke ene to tome, | 
ſaith the Apoſtle. Lafily, chaſtiſe thy body uke A. 
with watchings, with labour, with faffings: In. . 
it is a great victo2y foouercome the Denill, G21 6.24 :; 
Ia greater to onercome the wozld, and the Ber 3% 
greateſt of all fo duercome the fleſh e flethly | 
vurnly affections. To him that ouercom⸗ 
meth ſhall be ginen a crowne: but hee that 
is enercome ſhall bee the confinvall bonds . 
man of Satan, cur vile and cruell enemie. * 
{Let vs ſo ſtriue that we may overcome : hes : Tim 4. 
onely that firineth lawfally ſhall bee crow⸗ 
ned. Let evevy man therefs2e kepe his 
tand oz ſtation in all obedience and cry 
nefſe. Btontly muſt we fight vnder Chzilks 
bictozious Banner. They are not trifles 
lo which wee ftrine : therefo:e let vs not 
haurke no; cowardly runne away:but with 
in invincible courage in an afſared hope of 


victozy, 


2 Tim. 2. 


Math. 10. 


x Cor. 13. 
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frtne — 2 this is not to fight a gos 


© bictozy;abibve all warlike mifferies Tätrae 
with the comfe2t of that reward: which no b 
man ſhall receiue except he ſtriue lawſally. 
No man that putteth his hand tathe plcughj 
and locketh backwards, is wozthy of the 
kingdome of bcanen:bat he that endureth to 
the end ſhall be ſaued. 4 
Now wwe frine fo: Chꝛiſf, and not fo; An⸗ 
tichziſt, foz the truth, and not againft it. 
Ican doc nothing againſt the truth, bur for 
the truth, ſaith Saint Paul: fo2 the Goſpell, 
and not foz the dortrine of men: fo true Kes 
ligton, not foꝛ ſuperſt ii ion mult wee firine. 
But our ffrining fo; the molt part is all a⸗ 
wꝛie and wicked: we ſtriue who map be the 
p;ondelk, pʒetending cquality : we firine in⸗ 
ded fo:ſaperiozity, neither equall noꝛ ſupe⸗ 
rio2 can we abide:we ſtriue how to ſupplan 
and enerthzow one another: enup bath 
made men impudent . ſtriuing to vndermine 
and caſt downe the walles of innccency | 
ftrining how to place and diſplace. How fe 
diſgrace, and how fo bzing into fanonr hol it | 
foſet vp, and how to thzow downe. And in | 
ſo doing we ffrive againf our ſclues, a 
fo2 the aduantage of aur deadly foes. This 
warre is net Chziſtian, this is not fy 


| 
fight 


"Behold, a wad. I freate vnto you alt: 
how many ate thers among you (a miets 
ſpeake it) that ſ&kefo xine again rode 
ſelves, and follow the example ofthe mur⸗ 


titudemamelp, in (wearing, blaſphemp, cut- 
ep ſpeaking, railing, backbiting.landering, 
| chiding,quarreling, contention, ieſting, mot 
king, flattering, ip ing, diſlembling, it. The 
things dos enerflow in all places, ſo as me 
which feare God had better bee any v hits 
then in company with ſuch men. 1 
Lactantius Firmianus, ſpeaking of the end Lactant. 
| of the Moꝛld, ſaith, Si erunt boni, præde 3c Acepbals ; 
ludibrio habebuntur: If there remaine ang **+.- 
good men at that time, they (hall be count! g 
& p2ep, ⁊ booty, a mocking ſtecke. Canſt t 
not flatter ? Canſt thou net lye? Cantt th 
not play the Bypecrite 2 Canf thou not kol⸗ 
low the fashion. and ſerue the fage2 No, 
| then thou art no miert man to line in this 
ta woꝛld: chooſe a few companions, But I ſay 
wi vnto you as Neſtor did unte his child * 
if p2ay, foꝛ buleſe God helpe vs, we all y 
ul Now beſech you bzethzen and fe loW- 
& pziſeners, even fo; Jeſus Chziſts ſake, dos 
@ not as the multitude doth, which we is dats 
ly beloze dur epes, to wallow in wickev- 
3 nelle: 


. uf — 4a. 5 


way and wide gate, leading vnto everlaſts 
ing damnation. 
_ Strive earnefflp, The almighty God of 
bis ineffable goodneſſe. when hee ſaw the 
weaknefle of our flech bo nature pꝛone to 
guill, and th jerecezc tnable fo withſtand the 
—4 (who is called a Dꝛagon with ſeven 
heads fo his ſubtiltp, and ten hoꝛnes fo2 his 
tcrueltp ) euen then maſt louingly ſhewed an 
excellent remedy, whercbp wee might pꝛe⸗ 
ſerue our ſelncs from iniurp and that is 
pꝛaper. it behocue!h vs fo take it foz our 
weapon, that we may kepe dur ſelues from 
the muaſion of Satan. 7c: as the K pon (at 
nudentius the ght of a Cocke) is diſcemfozted, and 
lerula de gf his ccowing betaketh himſelfe fo his 
_—; heles : So deth Satan both ſand in feare þ 
*Haxt. de Of à godly man, and fly at bis pzayer. And 
Tor. c. 1 5. Lactartius noteth, Deuils do hurt but the 
faint⸗hearted: ſuch as the great and mighty þ 
band of God doth net pꝛotec, which are pꝛo⸗ 
phane fren the ſacrament of truth: but the 
iuſt, that is, the true wozſhippers of God, 
doe the Oculls feare. 


Let vs valianfly fake this weapon in N 
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band, and manfully fight with Satan and 
Anne ; let vs try our combat in the field 1 * 
the | 


wap and wide Sate leading vnto euerlaſt⸗ 


ing deſtructien: namely, foznication, vy 1 
tleanneſſe, wantonnelle, lechery, idolafey; 4 
popſonings enmities, contention, emnlati⸗ 4? 
ons, w2ath, ſtrife, difſention, ſects, en; 1 
murder, dꝛunkennelle, glattonie, e ſuch lia: oy 
el which J-foze-fellyou, as A haue told port 5 


ſ 


the way of Gods Coutmandements;:a006 10 
bzeake into theſe wozds, The efflictiens of! Rem. i 2 


works: top in ſeruing of God: peace ez tramm Gal. 522; 0 
Auilitp et mind in the ſtoꝛmes of this wund 7 
| patience in aduerſity: longanimitteiſerpes 
{ Cling cur xeward:bonity in hurting no man: * 
benignitp in wert behanioar : gentleneffe $ 
 t{h-cccaſion given of anger; faithfulnefſe in 


| g mind in a cleane 4 vnſpotted body. Again® i 
{ theſe, ſaith Saint Paul, there is no Lama gy, 20 
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this preſent time are not worthy of the glory 5 
i hat thall be ſhewed vo vs Let vs ſtiſie ru # x 
enter ind at: the ſtrait Gate and arrow way ! 
leating to crernall ſaluation:to wit. Charity; 
which is the roote and mother of all god " 


perſoꝛmance of our pꝛomiſes:modeſty with⸗ 
out arrogancy : confinency from all kind of 
wickedneſſe: chaſtitie in conſeruing a pus 


# 


Contrarily, let vs ſtzun and auoid the bog 1. 3 


| beloze, that thoſe men which vo ſach things 
452 halt 


——_ '.; \\ "ad. \ Foes i: | | eie of eaten. 
Pere then pou ſiæ how hard a thing it is to 
rine to enter in at the kingdome of heauen, 
and how few hall enter, therefoze ſome be | 
tauſc it isdifficult to ſtriue, ſtrine not at all. 
But ©hziff bids vs to ſtrine earneſtly, and 
pzomileth euerlaſting peace and cemfozt 
datohim, contendenti & vincenti, that ſtri- 
neth and onercometh, faping, though in the 
16. 13. Woge pte haue no peace, but tribulations | 
und atlictions, yet be of geod chere, Ego vi- 
ci mundum, & omnia in hoc mundo: J haue 
overcome the world, and all things in this 
world, and therefozs in mee, pou ſhall haue 
peace eternallp. — 
Cap. - In the ſetond head our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
affirmeth, that the Gate is very ſtrait, no- 
fing that none can enter in, without vehe- | 
ment crowding, and almoſt bzeaking their 
ſhoulder bones: that is, none can enter into 
eternalllife without vehement init, earneſt 
pzaper and ſaplication vnts God fo2 the | 
foxtttnenefe ol their finnes, wiought by the | 
fpirit,tn all Chꝛiſtians, with an inward and 
tre repentauce{and God ſhall direct all tie 
wipes, und appoint thee how to goe, either 
hither oz thither as the Pꝛophet Elaias ſaith: 
Thoughthe Lord giue thee bread of — 
an ! 


44% JIA 


to Heaven 19 
and the water of afflition and aduerſity, thy Blay 30. 
raine ſhall be no more ſcant: but thine eyes A1. ; 
ſee the raine : yea, and thine care ſhall heare N 
the talking of him that ſpeskes behind thee, 55 
, This is the wav, walke therein, turns nat 
aide neither to the right hand noz fo the left. 
| Wherefoge, Hoc opus, hie labor: endewnar 
we, and let our chieteſi care, yea, our greas 
tet endenour be foz the vertusof his-grace h 
| the antecedent to glozy, both which ate his 's 
| free gifts. Che Lo:d wil gine grace andgloty, p,, _ 
and 'no goad thing will hee with-hold from 4 
them that walke vpzightly. | 
23 1 have ſhewed von of ſundzy lets bath ) 
within vs and without vs, which doe keeps 
vs backe from God, and hold vsfaff in aur 
Annes: ſo nois vnto all that hath biene ſais 
befoze, J Will lar fogth buto your view ſa- 
nen eſpeciall lets and hindzantes unts eter- 
| nall life: which may nat vnfifly bee tearmied 
| ſeven barres out of heauen, and ſenon gaſes 
inte bell: and thereby you wall perceine 
that the gate is very trait that leaveth unte 
| life, and few there be that nnd it. 
Thefirſt, which is infidelitic, is pzoned 
out ef: the fourth Chapter to the Hebrewes Heb. 4+ 
whers it is thus wzitfen ; Vnto ys was the 
| Goſpell- preached 26 vats them: bur he 


#3 
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word which they heard poten them nor 


becauſe it was not mixt with faith in thoſe 
that heard ir. And againe, they could not 
enter in becagſc ot v: tbelxfe. Were we ſ& | 
that vnbeleffe did barre out the old peple ; 
fcb entering ints the land of P;omite: which | 
Wis a figure of Gods efernall-Kingdome. | 
And ſure it is, that the fame vabeiceſe doth | 
varre vut thouſdavs of vs. Foz mant will | 
+bslene nothing but their we fanitaes : ef 
thep will not belteue the Moꝛd of God, e⸗ . 
ſpecially when it is tontraty totheir luſts, 
and likings,p2oftts and pleaſares. Thongh þ 
_ s bee manifeſtly! p2oned t6 their faces, | 4 
andthe Chapter and Uerſe ſhewed them: 
5 ver will they not beleue:02 theugh they ln 
they will belexue, pet will they nener goe 4 
-abvut the pzacife of any thing, but reply a- | 
gainſt Godinall their actions. And fo the | 
{* molt part when God ſaith one thing, ther 
Will eit her ſay oz doe another: When God 
ſaith yea, they will ſay no, and giue G 
thelye. Dome againe will ſap if all be true 
that the Pꝛeachers ſap, then God helpe vs. 
has you ſc how-infidelity doth barre men 
out. of heauen and tat them info hel. 
The ſecond Gate, which is the pꝛeſump⸗ 
tionof Gods mercy : foz, ił men bee Harply| 
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to Heauen. 


: 1 
reypꝛonued fo2 their ſinnes and exhozted bnfs y 
” repenfance,by 4 by they take couert, ſaping, 6 
- Codtomerciful,as thou zh Eed were made i 
: ofall mercy, and that there were no iuſtite Þ 


in him at all: and thus the wicked make 
Gore mercies an occaſtou, witch the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Nh in in the firſt Chapter of his pꝛo⸗ . 
pheſie doth ſharply repzove : The LORD 
(faith he) s (low to anger, bu: he is great in 
power, and wil not {urely cleare the wicked, 
Fere we ſe that God will not ſurely ſpare f 
ſuch as goe on in their l1ncs pꝛeſuming of a 
hi: mercy, and ſaying in their hearts, f 
map but haue a L025 haut merty vpon mee 
th: houres befoze my death, J care not. 
Wut it is init with Cod when khaſe ther 
houres come to ut them vp in blindneſſe 
and hardnefle ok heart, as a iuſt plague foz 
tbeir pꝛeſumption. Thercfoze the Piephet 
D-uic ſæing the grieuouſneſſe of this ſinne, * 
p2axeth to be deliuered troim it. Seeed me, # 
O Lord, ſrom p' cu; pi 0 s linnes, ſèt them 
not raigue ouer me. Let all meu theretoze 
fake g d of pꝛeſumptuous ſiunes, which is 
the onely cauſe that ſinne doth ſomightily 
bound in our age: and let vs not continue 
in unne, pꝛeſuming ol Gods mercy, but 
let vs come vnto Cod fog mercp, while the 
ID + cates 
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The Strait Gate 


59 of mercy are qpened vnto vs: Fox 


ough God bee full of mercy, yet will bor 
thew no mercy to them that pzeſume of his 
_ but they ſhall oncchnow to their colt, 
that inffice goeth from him as well as mers 
cy. And therefoze it may well be called the 
Trait Gate to Peauen, and the wide Cate 
to Bell. 

Let vs come fo the third gafe, which is 
the erample of the multitude, fo2 that doth 
harden and imbolyen men vnto ſinne : Ag 
when many birds de flicker and flocke toge- 
ther, they fall vpon the net without any 


Even ſs the example of many ſin⸗compani⸗ 


e ee men to runne through the 


e eu without any miſtruſt. This 
þ2oned in the 23 of Exodus, where the 

5 85 faith flatly, Thou ſhalt not follow a 
multitude to doe euill. This is a thing that 
hindzeth a great number from God, foz 
they never looke vp bnts God, oz to his 
weꝛd, hut Fare vpon the cemmon multitude 
and doing of molt men, and examples of the 
wozld,thinking that if they vec as math men 
doe, as their fo;e-fathers haue done — 
le are cockſure & of an euen groun 
erenpon riſeth their denilliſd e 

se 
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feare, but one 62 two alone will bee afraid. 


bi, 
775 


to Heaven: 


Doe as the moſt men doe, any the ewe 
will ſpeake of you, which is a very wicked 
- Cpcch.\But they haus fozgotten Saint Pauls 
| Rale, Neconfiguremini (eculoifto, &c. $8 
ſion not pour ſelues like vnto this wozld. 
Chela fellowes that ſtand vpen the multi⸗ 
'# fode, will rea on thus, We ſ&@ none of theſs 
great onesofthe wozlv, none of the noble, 
: noneof the rich, none of the wiſe and p2us 
dent reteiue this noctrine, but onely a fen 
*, ſhackrags and beggerly raſcals, and there- 
| foe it is a token that it is nothing wozth, 
and that it is daubtfall, and not fo; vs te 
meddle withall. Lee what thoughts map 

* crepe into aur hearts, and yew fue Satay 
map trump in our way an 11 801 ald vs, 
and lead vs awap in the dark 
dozring vs witht the example 45 
tude. Let vs thereſeze tale han of 1 45 

| fails which Satan lapeth in the wi 
; not bee caried away with thels thoi 


and reaſons. 
| icked beare theryſelueg in hank, 


that they will win the game, that 
; goeth on their nde, and there is ut 
| crowing long befoze it be day, aud great trj- 
” umphing among them befozo any firoke bee 
; Axichen,and that becauſe ws be ane 
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The Strait Gate 
full of people, and they a great multitude: 


and that in a manner the whole wozld as” 
greeth with the to pꝛactiſe dur death. Ttzus 


the. Deuil doth caſt a miſt bcfoze their epes, 
and leads them away from the rait Gate 
fo Meauen, and bzings them into the bꝛoad 


pit of Heil Zherefoze my deare Bꝛethꝛen, 


let vs ſtand faſt in the WMoꝛd ofthe Lo2d, 


and fake herd of bending with the way that 
wes bee not caried away, 02 bowed quite 


downe with the raging ſtreame ol the mul⸗ 
titude fo the (way of the wozld'voth weib 


downe all things that can bee ſpoken ent of 


pallage inlo Well. 
Now'lef bs P2ocied fo ines Gate 


into be Xohich is te longt 
fo tha taketh 57 ul tente and fæling 

anne, an maketh it as it were another na- 
ture vnto vs, ſo that wee map as well alter 


nature as (take it qff, when it is thus ſolde- 


red vntd vsthzongh long touſteme : this is 


blick Moore cliarge his Kinne;, or the Leo- 
rd his pots? then may yee alſo doe good 


way, which leadeth them fo the bottomieſſe 


the wap el Seb, and openeth a very wide 


ome of kane, 


noted by the Prophet leremy to bee a vety 
dancerens thing. Fo? he ſatth, Cen che 


which art ictuſtomed to doe euill. Berethe 
P3299 
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to Heauen. 


Wꝛophet affirmeth, that it is as hard ta 
ture an old diſeaſe that is bzedin the bone, 
oꝛ foremedy a finne that hath biene hatched 
and bꝛeught vp with vs, as fo waſh a black» 


Poe white, oꝛ to change the ſpots of a Leo- 


pard, which cannot be without the deſtrop⸗ 
ing of naiure. vnd ſurely try it who will, he 
ſhall ſtnd it as hard a matter ts leaue an old 
cuſtome, whether it bee of ſwearing, ga⸗ 
ming, lping, whozing,caill company. ez any 
other ſtn,as to waſh an Ethiopian. Theres 
foꝛe it is wziften, Prou. 27. Though thou 
ſhouldeſt bray a foole in a morter among 
Wheat brayed with a Peſtle, yer will nor his 
ſooliſhnes depar t from him: So that as long 
as we are in cuſtome with ſinne, the dooze of 
Peauent is barred vp againſt vs. 

Noob let vs heare of the ſiſt Gate, which 
fs the long eſcaping of puniſhment, this is 
anouched by the Wiſe man in theſe wozds, 
Becauſe jentence againſt an cuil worke is net 
executed ſpeedijy, therfore the hearts of the 
children of men, haue {er them to doe cuill, 


M here he ſheweth that one cauſe why men 


ure ſo hardened in their ſins, is becauſe God 


winketh at them. and letteth them alone, 
not pumiying them immediately after they 
baue finfied, Foz if God Honld fozthwith 


{irike 
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Erike downe one, and raine downe fire and 
bzimFone vpon another, and canſe the earth 
fo ſwallow vp the third, then men would 
fears inded: but God taketh not that courſe, 
fo; though be meet with ſome in this life, pet 
be lets thouſands eſcape, and that maketh 
them mote bold, thinking they ſhall neuer 
come o their anſwer. Euen as an old thefe 
Which hath a long time eſcaped both pꝛiſon 
and gallowes,thinks he ſhal alwaies eſcape, 
and thereſoꝛe goeth on bolbly in bis thefts. 
But let them take hed, fo2 as the P2cuerbs 
ſaith, Thongh the pitcher goes long ts the 
well, vet at laſt it comes bꝛoken home: Do 
though men eſcape long vnpuniſhed fez fin, 
ret ſhall thep not alwaies be fred : foz there 
Will come a day of revenge, a day that will 
them home fo2 all. Thus you ſ& that 
punity leadeth numbers to de ſtruction: 
that is when men are let alone, e not ſmit⸗ 
ten by the hand of Sod, no2 punicht by Law 
of the Pagiſtrate. 

The fixt Gate is the beholding of other 
mens deds:fozwhen ſome men that haus lev 
a wicked and vngracious life, and have been 
notozious flnners euen to the wozld-ward, 
ſa that enery man could point at them ,if vp- 
an their deatþbed they ſay & few good wo2ds 

andy 


— — 
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and fo2giue all iche wozld, and ſo die quietly, 
it is maruellous ts heare how the ſoolilh pes⸗ I 
ple ofthe wozld will exalt them, andiuTifls 
them, ſaying. Ve made a ver good end as as ; 
ny man could make, and dye as quietly as Þ 
alambe, and ſet all things in good eder bes 
fioze he died. Pereupon another wicked and 
mantkrous varlet is encouraged te un: fo2, . 
thinketh hee, ſuch a man lined as wickedly 
and looſely as J, oz any man elſe, and pet he 
made a bery good end, and why may net 1 
doſofoo? Fut alas theſe mens eyes are 1 
bleared, ſoꝛ to dye quietly is net to dye gods | 
lp, to cry God mercy fo2 faſhion ſake, is not 
to haue God mercifull, te ſay a few pzayers 
with teeth outward, is not fo dy in the faith 
of Chꝛiſt, fo; many doe this, and pet dye mi⸗ 

fſerablp. 
1 Che laſt Gate is hope of long life: this is 
_ affirmed by our Lozd concerning the rich by 
wozidling who when he felt the wozld come 2 
in vpon him, with full ffream, ſaid he would | 
pull downe his barnes q build greater, and 
ſay to his ſoule, Doule, babes multa bona re- 
_ - pcfira in annos multos, requieſce, comede, W- 
bibe, oblectare: Thou halt much goops layd J 
bp foz many yeares, liue at eaſe,eate,dzink, (] 
A : 
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him foole fo2 flattering himſelfe in ſecurity; 
and pꝛomiſing vnto himſelfe long life:moze- 
euer, hee plainly telleth him that the ſame 
night be thould make a helliſh 4x miſerable 
end. Note A pꝛay cu how J eſus Chꝛiſt the 
fountaine of all wiſdome,calleth this man a 
foole and peeldeth a reaſõ thereof,to wit, be⸗ 
cauſe he gathered riches to himſeife, # was 


not rich in Cod. hee had great care fo2 this: 


life, and none at al foꝛ that which is to come. 
Do then it foltoweth, that all ſuch are mere 
fooles indeed à map be chꝛonicled fo2 fosles. 
(Jowſoever they be taken and reputed in the 
world) which haue much care fo2 their bo⸗ 
dies and none ſez their ſoules:great care foz 
this life, and none at all foz that which is te 
come. Nel, let ail ſuch pꝛsphane wozlblings 
as dzeame and dote of long life (and there⸗ 
ſoze defer the dap of their repentance un ko 
Cod) take hed by this mans example that 
they reckon not without their holt, and be 
ſuddenly ſnatched away in the midſt of all 


their pleaſures and iollities, as lob ſaith⸗ 
Some dye in their fall ffrengthbeing in all 


eaſeand p2oſperity, their bꝛeſts are full of 
marrow. We ſe therefozs how dangerous 
athing it is fozmen te flatfer and _ vp 


* 


off. hearkẽ ye ih t be nere, the wozdof Gov 
is hid krom no man, it is a light commen ta 5 
| * men, there is no darknes in Gods wozd: a 


P ͤ ˙wm —ÜVͥV!UĩTC..H oe 


„Via „the way is very rait, my Mich. z. 3 
little flack ſpeake thus ons to another: Come — ng. | 
let vs goe vp to the mountaine of the L ozd, 1 . 
to the houſe of the God of lac ob: Et doce- che viſible 
bit nos vias ſuas: ànd hee will each vs his Church . k 
wait ?, and we will walke in his paths, foz then 1g.) 
we will no longer follow the multitude, noz 8 
walke in the waics of the wicked: but wee | 
will viſit the true Church wbexeas the pes⸗ | 
ple are taught by Gods pure leozd. E he O vlt. 
P:ophet Hotcas ſaith ; the wayes ef the 9 vit. 
Loꝛd are ſtrait, and the iuſt ſhall u alke in 

them : but the wicked ſhall fall therein. Se 
ſaith the P2ophet Dauid. The =rripfures pc,1,,,s; 
are a guide fo2 our feet, Bo ſaith lhe old Fas 
ther Origen, Clautum cft negligentibus, in- 
venitur quærentibus. It is ſhut from the orig. Ex. 
negligent: but it is open to them that ſake Ho. d. 
and knock fes it. St. CO emen Alexandrinus 1 
ſaith alſo, Audite qui eſti longe, audite qui 
propt: nullis celatum eſt verbum, lux eſt com- 
munis, omnibus illuce ſcit hominibus: nullus 
eſt in verbo cimei ius, feſtinemus ad ſalutem, 


ad regeneratione m: Harken ye that be tar 


let 


1 1 


vein ſer. tion. Fulgen ius wziteth, In Scripturis abun- 
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con cſſor dat, & quod robuſtus comedat, & quod 


£9.14 Ep. 
Leaxa. 


21.24. 
gate 
'la ter- 
105. 


pa uulus ſrgat : In the Dcripfares of God, 
there is plenty ſufficient, both oz the ſtrong 
ko eate, and the little one to ſucke. s ſaith 
Irenæus, Sci iptuæ in aperto ſunt, & ſine am- 
bigunate, & imiliter ab omnibus audiri poſ- 
ſunt: C he Scriptures are plaine, and with» 
onf donbffulneCe, and may be heard indiffe- 
rently of all men. Do ſaith Chryſoft: Omnia 
clara & plana ſunt in Scripturis diuinis, quæ- 
cunque neceſſaria, manifeſta ſunt: Mhatſee⸗ 
ner thing is neceffary fo; vs, is alwaies ma⸗ 
nileſt So ſaith Epiphanius, lib. 2.@o ſaith . 
lerome, iti ?ſal. 86. o to tonclnde, ſaith 
Gregorie. It is a treame, wherein the little 
Lamb map wade, and the great Elephants 
may ſwim. Thcrefoze lift vp your beads ye 
gates, x lift vp your ſelnes you everlaſting 
doozes, and the Ring of glozp ſhall come in. 
Foz the Lo2d hath choſen Bron, and loveth 
to dwell in it, ſaying: This is my reſt foz e⸗ 
ner, here will J dwell, foz 4 haue a delight 
therein, Plal. 132. 13.14. _. 
Hale ent Saviour Chziſt ſaith, that ma⸗ 
wy that ſ@ke fo enter in chalt not be able: 
noting thereby that tuen of that ficke, 
many! 


many (hall fep ſhozt, becauſe they ſecke him 
net aright.Eia:as ſaith alfo, Crcept the Lo2d x,y 1.9 * 
of hoſts had left vs a ſed,we had bin as Ee⸗ 
dom, and like to Gomozrah. The Apoſtle al- 
leageth cut of the Pzophets, that the Ldzb 
will make a ſhozt account in the earth, and 
gather it into a ſhozt ſumme with righfecuſ- 
nelle The Pzophet * mos giueth good coun- 
ſell,ſaping; Seek the Koꝛzd and ye Hall liue: 
ſeeke geod and not euill: hate the emil, and 
leue the good, and eſtabliſh indgment in the 
Gate. It map be that the Lezd of hoſts will | 
be mercifull vnto the remnant of loſcph. 5 
T he teaſon why many which ſ(@ke ts en⸗ 
fer into eternall life ſhall not be able. God 
bath appetnteth vnto enery man that liueth 
in the Church a cerfaine time of repentance 
and comming to Chꝛiſt, and hee which miſ⸗ 
ſpendeth that time and is not made Chziffi- 
an then can neuer be ſaued. This made our 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt to weepe foz Jeruſalem, and 
ſay ; On it thou hadit knownear the leaſt in 

this thy day, thoſe things which belong to 

thy peace: but now are they hidden from ; 
thine eyes. And he further figniffeth the de-; 1, , 
ſeruct ien of Jeruſalem : becauſe ſhe knew ; 
nat the time of her viſitation. Vere we learn i 
that the neglea ing of this time is ons cauſe, 
| Why nat. one 3 
8 enter 
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enter into the kingdome ol heauen and vet 
ſhall not be able Jt is a maruellous thing 
that they which ſ@ke io be faved ſhould pe⸗ 
rith; but the fault ts theirs, which ſeek when 
it is foo late. 

fine There are nine things required of all that 
quired. ball be ſauen by Chaiff. | 

1 Ye mu! be a new creature, 1 Cor. 5. 17. 

2 Me muſt liue, not after the luſts of men, 

but after the will of God, 1 Pet. . 2. þ 

3 Yeo muſt bee zealous of good wozkes, 

Tit. 2. 14. | 
4 Be mutt dye to ſinne and line fo righ- | 
teouſneſſe, Rom. 6. 14. 1 
5 Ye muſt be holy æ vnblamable, Col. 2.6 | | 

| 
1 


— a * 


6 Me * ſo walke as Cheiſt hath wal⸗ 
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aions and luſts, Gal. 5 24 
Latt of all, he niaft ſerue God in holineſſe 
If theſe things be in you in ſome meaſure ti 
in vaine do men ſay they hope ſs be ſaued by | - 


ked, Iohn 2. 
7 He 3 crucifie the flelh with the affe | 
8 Pemnft walke, 5 after the fleſh but 3 a. 
after the Spirit, Kom. 8. 1. g. 
and righteouſnefſo all the dayes of his life, th 
Luke 1:75. 
| of truth, then your hope is carrant, ſound, th . 
and good, other wile it is nothingwozth. Foz g 
chia, when as ther walke'wickevly — be 
# 
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diffolnfely : the reaſon hereof, becauſe the 
members mulk be ſufable fe the head: Eut 
Chꝛiſt our head is holy, therefoze wee his 
members muff be holy alſo:as it is wꝛitten; 
Be holy. tor] am holy. Other wiſe if wee ral ne! 
wil 16pne pꝛophane and vnholy members to 
dur holy head Chꝛiſt, then we make ChaifG 
a monſter; as if wee ſhould iopne \wearexs, 
* d2rinkards, whoꝛemongers, and ſuch like, fo 
be the members of Chzif,x fo hane life and 
+ fCaluation by him. Eut the caſe is farother- ö 
* wiſe:Foz firſt of all, befoze a Chzifttan can 4 
, fome fo haue an inward feeling and true vn⸗ r 
derſtanding cf theſe things, there are ſiue o⸗ 
| therſpectali thinge, to be required of euere 
| true Chꝛiſtian which liueth in the Church. 

Pirtt, the acknowledgment ol fins com⸗ 
| miffed againſt the Law of the Loꝛd. 

{ Secondly, the acknowlegment of Gods 
angry countenance to be matt tuſkiy bent a⸗ 

gainſt him fe; his finnes. 
e Thirdly, an inward ſozrow and paine of 
's | the heart and ſoule foꝛ ſinne. 

But here we are moſt warily fo take han 
e that we content not our ſelves with thel 
, thꝛes fozmer points, foz if we doe, the vllt 
02 | fireb2ands in hell, Iudas, Pharo Saul, Herod, 
Achitophel, ę ſuch like; halt go before vo, 8 
7 * be our emen the — of roporitance. 

Ther 


o 
) 
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1 Tim. 2. 5. 


There are fwa manner of repenfances, 
the one, a true repentance to life:the other a 
kalſe repentance fo death: as we may ſ& by 
Iv: 15, who is ſaid fo haue repented, & which 
is maze, to haue confeſſed his fault, æà which 
is moſt of all, to haue made reſtitution; and 
pet it is a falſe repentance : and why ? be- 
tcauſe it ſpꝛang not of a true faith, but as be⸗ 
foze, Peter repented and wept bitterlp, and 
was (aued thereby, though hee neuer made 
confefſton noz ſatiſfaction: and why?becauſe 
it ſp2ang ofa true æ liuelv faith in Chꝛiſt. 

Quid ergo eſt? What is it then that is re⸗ 


uired at our hands ? theſe two things ſub⸗ 


equent mal chiefly and p:incipally, which 
may be wel talled Virima & ſumma, the laſt 
and higheſt of all: that is, a bern hatred, ; 
loathing and deteſting of ſinne. Foz ſuch | 
gnely begin ta ceaſe from finne. h 
Laflly,theacknowledgement ofthe mers | 
cy of God offered in that one Redemer and | 
anle Pediatoz betwene God and man, the 
man Chzitf Jeſus, with a ful perlwalion ot 
the heart, a ſure confidence of an aſſured reſt 
gf conſcience grounded vpon the pꝛamiſe of 
Gods mercy, that we ſhal be frost accepted | 
With God in Chꝛiſt: foz that, 
„Ait ent iunesaxs purged in his blood, | | 
Lehe.. Elay 5 * | 


"Secondly, | 
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Secondly, his righteonſnelſe is imputed 
vnto vs. Rom 4.1. 1 Cor. i. 30. 

The Fathers looked fo; none other righ⸗ 
fectiſnes then this rig hteouſnes of Chzifftas 
the Apoftle Pei pꝛoueth ſufficiently by that 
one example of Abraham, who is ſaid fo reff ˖ 
himſelfe vpon that righteouſneffe of faith, 
which is the righteouſneſſe which God gi⸗ 
neth vs in Chꝛiſt appꝛehended by faith only 

The Tpoltle B. Pcter who fell moſt dans ! Fer: 18. 
geroufly, "bfozted himſelke with this rixhfe? 7 
 enſneſſe, and all men that will bel&ne his a 
{ Doctrine, affirming that we cannot be ſaved l 
with fluer cr gold, but with the precious 1 
blood of leſus ( biff. as of a lamb vnde led. 


| 
' 4 _ Perethenweſ# what is required of all 
3 fhatſhall be ſaued by Chzilf: which things, 
tit we doe belæue With a linelp faith, planted 
and grounded vpon the ſure pzomiſes of 
* Gods mercy offered vnto vs in Chziſt, and 
not donbting thereof, buf with all diligence 
| kepeand perfozme the pꝛomiſes afozeſaid, 
then wer ſhalt be aſfures to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate and narroly way leaving vnte 
ekernall life. @a[tation is the gift of God, 
which he kreelp beſtolveth vpe al that fee 
d. Dim aright. This is eternal lite to knote lch. 7.3. 1, 
the Father and him whom he hath lent, Je» 
„ , ſus Chat. We _ (&ke God aright. 


. 


b. 14. 16. But ſome perhaps will tar, how Call wee 
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9. 13. 15» 


ſeke him aright e J anſwer, Dilige Deum, 
& mandata eius obſerua: Leue God, and keep 
bis Commandements. Pereby ſhal all men 
know that you ſæke him as yon ought. . 
Auguſtine ſpeaking of this matter, ſaith;Da 
amantem & ſentit quid dico, ſi autem frigido 
loquor, neſcit quid loquor: Giue me a man 
that is in loue with God, and he ſeth this te 
be true which J ſay, but if J talke to a cold 
Chaiftian,he vnderffandeth not what J ſay 
And this is the cauſe why Chziſt falking 
of the keping his Commandements, repea⸗ 
teth ſo often this wozp lone, as the ſureſt 
cauſe of kœping the ſame: foz want whereef 
in the woꝛld, the wozld keepeth them not, as 
there he heweth 2 If ye loue mee keepe my 
Commandcements. Againe, He that hath my 
Commandements and keepetn them, heck is 
ke that loueth me. And againe, Hee which 
joueth me will keepe my Commandements, 


Der what St. Auguſtin exhozts vs vnte; 


Ama amorem illius: :Lone this his lone: Dee 


4 +3225 deſerues t requires loue. O loue the Lord, 
27% faith the Pzophet Dauid, all his Saints. It na 


laue, no Saints:and pet not true lone vnlelle 
faith pe that lone the Loꝛd ſis that vou hate 
euill and doe good, ſ&ke the Lozd and ye 
chall liue foz euermozoe. 


Can 
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Can God beffow Fee things vpon his 
childꝛen then eternall liſe? who is the effict- 
ent cauſe ot ſaluation by ihe working ofthe 
Moly Gholt in the hearts of his childꝛen, 
thꝛough faifh in Chzilt Jeſus. Foz faith is 
the teſtimonie of Gods Spirit, which Spirit 
dofh not only ſpeake within vs, but alſo per. Rom. S. 
ſwadeth vs of the good grace of God, fo- 
wards vs, by arguments dzowne from our 
fre redemption in Chzilt. 
Laſtlꝑ, the ſame ſpirit moꝛtiſ eth ſin in vs, 
and quickeneth our moztall bodies, to hzing Rom 3. 
fozth molt (wet x pleſant fruits vnfo God. Gal, 5 
This b)&deth that inward ſolace, toy and 
peace which the minde and conſcience bath 
with God, becauſe it is fred from the bans 
vace of ſinne, the curſe of the Law, cc. and 
reffozed to grace againe. 
This isꝝ and ſolace of a good conſcience, 
the Apoſtle callcth the ingdome of God, 
Rom. 14. 15. And an eſpeciall fruit ef the hos 
ly Ghoſt:Gal.5.22. And a (are conſequent ?:0.2 5 
of sur iuſtiſication by faith Rom. 5. 1. and : 
the Child of God in all his t ranbles comfoʒ⸗ 
teth himſelfe therewith as with a feaſt, Da- 
uid longed foꝛ this toy, as appeareth in his 
earneſt pꝛaper foz it, Where he crpeth ſap⸗ 
ing;reſtore to me thei joy of thy ſaluation, & Plal.s1] 
eſtabliſh me with thy free ſpirit. Pany which 
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wn 


ſerke fo enter in af the ſfrait Gate, ſhall not 


be able. Wiherefo2e thon ſecure wozldling, 
tho conſciente telleth thee that thou haft not 
pet ſor::ht the Loꝛd aright:thou haſt not pet 
repented, and thou art not vet a liuely memes 
ber of Jeſus C hꝛiſt. And farther thou knows 


eff, that howſoener thon art aline af this 


time, pet thou haſt noleaſe of thy life. Sed 
may call thee fozth of the wozid the nerf 
peare, the next houre : yea he map ſtrike the 
with a ſudden death'at this very pzeſent. 
And in very truth, ik than goeſt foꝛth of this 
woꝛld being no repentant ſinner thou goeſt 
damned to hell © herefoze delap not one mi⸗ 
nute of an Heure longer, but with all ſpeed 
repent and turne vnte God and bing fazth 
fruits wozthy amendment of life, that al thy 
ſfnnes map be done away, when the dap of 
death oz the day of iudgement ſhall be. And 
doe net thinke with thy ſelfe it Chal be ſuffi⸗ 
tient to deter thy turning vnto God till thy 
laſt day, foz late repentance is ſeldome true 
repentance. And he which continneth long 
in any ſin, is in a dangerous caſe. If a man 
Ive long ficke in any diſeaſe, hee will ſcarce 
reconer his fozmer health : and he which is 
growne in the cuſfome of any Cine, and the 
fin is bceome ripe in him it is a thouſand fo 


51 1:5 one hee is neuer ſaued, accoꝛding to that of 


Saint 
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Saint Iames; Sinne being perſited bringeth 
forth death. 

Let vs therefoze without any delay re⸗ 
pent and turne vnto Cod: fo2 if we line n 
this woꝛld, not being trus Chꝛiſtians, wee | 
are far moze vile then the baſe creatures 
of all euen the dog oz toad. Foz firſt we ars 
nothing elle but a filthy dung hil of all abhos Rom. 8. 1 
mination + vncleanneſſe, the ſtinke whereof 
bath infected heauen and earth, and no per⸗ 
fumes could ever allay it in the noſtrils of 
God, but only the ſuffering ol Chꝛiſt being 
a ſacrifice of aſweet ſmelling ſanonr to Cod: Rpheſ 5. 
We make it very dainty to come neere a las 
zer man full of botches, blaines and ſoares, 
but much moꝛe are theſe men to be abho2zred 
which haue lyen many yers ffarke dead in | 
ins and treſpaſſes: and therefoze now doe Epheſ 
nottzing elſe but rot and ſkinke in them ligen 
valy loathſome cxions. 

Againe, if we liue as ſecure ws3ldlings x 
carnall Goſpellers, and net as true Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans, we are in danger of all the indgments 
| of God, ſo that enery moment ſome of them 
may befall vs. Me map periſh ſuddenly by 
water, with the old wozld : we may be cot - 
ſumed with fire & bꝛimſtone with Bodom 
and Gomoꝛrah:we may be \wallowed bp of 
the earth with Corah, Dithan, and Abiram. 
we 
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: e max has our ſelues with lud is, we max 
Daus our bzaines daſhed out againſt the 
ground 6 be eaten vp ot dogs with lelabe!, 

me map die in hardnes of heart with 2hara- 

oh, we may deſpaire with Cain and [ndas, 
we may be ſtricken with ſudden death with 

Ananias and Saphua his wife : we may be 

eaten of wozmes with Herod, we may bee 

ſmitten that wee cannot heare Gods wozp 
with Felix, wee may void our guts at the 
coole with Arrius, we may cry at our death 
that we are damned with L:comus, we may 
he left vnto sur ſelues to mocke, blaſpheme, 

and tenounce Chaiſt with lulian the apoſta⸗ 

ta, and we may luffer many moze fearefull 

zur. 34. Widgements, whereof the Lo3d hath great 

1 To2e, and tend to the confouiiding or them 

tay 4. that will not bee humbled vader his hand: 

Contraribiſe, the true Chꝛiſtiã is fo far out 

of the reach of Gods iudgements, that ther 
cannot hurt him. Chꝛiſt is a touering and a 
cloud vnfo thee againſt the heat andfempeſt 

3 22. of Gods iudgement, when a mans heart is 

ſpꝛinkled with the blood of this immaculate 
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lambe al the plagues of God paſſe ouer him. 


In the deſtraction of Jeruſalem the righte⸗ 
ous beare a marke in their fozehead and aro 
ſaued. Therefoze let. him that regards his 
. owne ſalely become a Chziſtian. 
Now 
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ſtrong barres and ſteps out ofheanen and a zan. 9. 


verp wide paſſage vnts hell, the beſt counſell 
therefoze I can giue vou, if it were foz mp 
life, is to be much crerciſed in the wozd of 
God, both in the hearing.reading,and medi⸗ 
tation therot, and alſo to purchaſe vnto your 
ſelues the fincere miniſterp of the Goſpell x 
fo make conſcience to liue vnder it, eſtee⸗ 
ming yeur ſelues happy if peu haue it, 
though peu want all other things: e vnhap⸗ 
pp. if yen haue it not, though von haue all o⸗ 
ther things. Foz it is a pereleſſe pearle, and 
an incomparable Jewell: fo2 the purchaſing 
whereof we are aduiſed by our Lozd Jeſus 


to ſell all that wee haue, rather then to goe Var.c 3. 


A ithout it. Againe, our Sauiour Chꝛiſt gi⸗ 
neth the ſame counſel to the Church of Logs 


dicea, in theſe wozds : A counſell thee to bay + ora, 


of me gold fryed by the fire, that thou map⸗ 
eſt be rich, and white raiment that thou 
maieſt be cloathed, 4 that thy filthy naked⸗ 
nelle doe not appeare: and ansint thine 
ere with epe⸗ſalue that thou mapeſt ſe : 
where you ſe the wozd of Ged is compared 
fo moſt pꝛecious gold, Wherby we arc made 
ſpirituallp rich: and to glittering attire, 
wherewith our naked ſoules are cloathed, 
and to an epe⸗ſalue, where with our ſpiritus 
a ll 


all blindneſſe is cured. ee are aduertiſe d 


r 
alſo by Jeſus Chziſt, whoſs counſell is euer 
the belt, that wee ſhould buy theſe things 
whatſoever they coſt vs. The ſame counſel 

0.23,:2, Alſo gineth wiſe Salomon, ſaying; Tuy the 
truth, but ſel it not. Bo then we ſce the coun⸗ 
ſell which herein J gine ther is not mine 

owne. but the counſell of Jeſus Chꝛiſt him⸗ 
ſelfe, and alomon the wiſe ; Ego fidenrer 
dico: J ſpeake boldly : and who can oz who 
dare ſpeake againſt their counſell. 

Hob as J haue aduiſed yon to be much er- 
erciſed in the hearing, reading & meditation 
of Gods woꝛd, which is indeed good, pꝛo 
fifable and neteſſarie: pet vou muſt of ne- 

: ceſſifte frequent pꝛeaching of the Moꝛd, the 

L ſound pꝛeaching the Goſpell : which is the 

4 chiefeſt and moſt pꝛintipall meanes which 

x God hath oꝛdained and ſanctified , foz the 

ſaning of mens ſoules: as it is plainely ſet 

e down. Whe the wozld(by wiſedsme knew 
not Cod, in the wiſdome of God, if pleaſed 

God by the ſooliſhnes of pzeaching to ſaue 
them that belene, Foz the woꝛd pꝛeached is 
the ozdinarp meanes to wozke faith, which 
inderd is confirmed by hearing,reading,me- 
difation in the woꝛd, pꝛaper, ⁊t.as it is wꝛit⸗ 
, 10,14. ten. Hod ſhall they call on him, in whom 
they haue not beleeued e and how ſhall they 
beleeus 
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belteue in him whom they haue not heard? 
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and how ſhal they bear without a Pzeacher? 
Foz that Niniuc repented at the pzeaching 
of lonas, It was therefoze the woꝛd of the 
X 62d pzeached by the Miniſterp of Nathan, 1 Saw. f. 
that was the inſtrumentall cauſe of King 
Dauids hearfy repentance as Samuel recoz- 
ded if, and he confeſſeth it in the 51 Pial. 
Here then you ſ&, that the chiefeff and 
molt pꝛincipal meanes which God hath o2- 
dained x ſanctified fo2 the ſauing of rovules, 
is the woꝛd of God pꝛeached, and faith is 
therby increaſed and w2ought in the hearts 
of the hearers: As Saint Paul ſaith; Faith is 
wrouglit by the word ot God preached, Ro. 10.1 
Faith doth not onely heare the wozd, re⸗ 
ceiue the woꝛd, vnderſtand the wo2d,relovce 
in the woꝛd, ſoꝛ thus karre many hypocrites 
haue gone in the pꝛofoſlion of faith, as ap⸗ 
peareth by the ſ&de ſowne in the ffony 1 
ground, he beareth the wozd, x incontinent- 1. 
ly with toy receiuethit, pet hath he no root in 
bimſelfe, and dureth but faz a ſeaſon, foz as 
ſoone as tribulation oz perſecution commeth 
becauſe of the wozd,by t by hee is offended. 
But kaith alſo apeneth the moſt ſecret part of 
the heart, therein hideth the woꝛd of Ged 
as a moſt pꝛecious ie wel in a frealure houſe 
loʒ the good vſes which God Mr” 
| nd 
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And of this keeping of the woꝛd in the ſecref 
of the Heart, theſe places doe feffifie. 

Prou. 4. 10. My ſonne harken vnto my 
words, encline thine eare vnto my fayings: 
let them not depart from thine eies, but keep 
them in the midſt of thine heart. 


Pſal. 119. 11. I hid thy promiſes in mine 


heart that I might not ſinne againſt thee. 

P/al. 51. Bchold thou loueſt truth in the 
inward affections, therefore haſt thou taught 
me wiſdome in the ſecret of my heart. 

Luke 2.19. But Mary kept all theſe fayings 
aud pondered them in her heart. Againe, 
Verſe 52. His Mother kept all theſe ſayings 
in her heart. 

Foꝛ if the wozd of God be not well weap⸗ 
ped in the heart, it ſhall be ſoone vncouered, 
diſcrped and deus ured of ſome aduerſarp, oz 
ſome euill weed will grow there withall and 
choake it, as appeareth in the euill hearers 
who are compared fo the ſed which was 


| .13,23 ſowed among thoznes He heareth the woꝛd 


but the care of the wo21d, and the deceitful⸗ 
neffe of riches choake the wozd, and hee is 
made vnfruitfall. 

But the immoztall and everlaſting ſed 
which was ſowed in the good ground, was 
ſo deepely rooted in the heart of ©, Iere mie 
that he cryed out againſt ſuch euill bearers 

laying; 


\ 
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ning fire ſhut vp in my bones: & I was weary 
with forbearing, and I could not ſtay, for I 
hat heard the rayling of many, and feare on 
cuery (ide: And, Cha. 23.9. Mine heart brea- 
keth within me becauſe of the Prophets, all 
wy bones fhake, Iam like a drunken man 
and like a man whom wine hath overcome ; 
for the preſence of the Lord,and for his holy 
words: Verſe 29. Iz not my word like fire 
(ſaith the Lozd) and like a hammer that 
breaketh the hard ſtone? 
Now dearelp belcned,this doctrine which 
A teach pon is not mine owne, it is the do⸗ 
>rine of Jeſas Chꝛiſt, which connerfeth the 
ſcule, which teacheth the woꝛd of E sd trulp 
and guideth the hearts cf euerp true Chzi⸗ 
ſtian the plain? mans path · way in at the 
fait gate, leading to euerlaſting ſaluation. 
Awake thou therefo2e that lgepeſt in the 
bed of ſinne, and make thy flint y heart fo 
blerd and ſhed rivers of teares betimes, in 
bewailing of thyfins:and be Hartily ſozy foʒ 
them, and ffand vp from the dead and Chꝛiſt 
Gall giue the light: open thine heart with- 
ont any farther delay to receiue Chai, and 
then he will come and binde the ſtrong man 
@atan, and caſt him out, and dwell in thes 
himſelfe. Then the gates ol hell ſhall neuer 


pꝛeuaile againſt th ; then ſhalt thou enter 


ſaying; His word was in my heart as a bur- Ter. 20. 
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3,20. 


* "with Chaitin af theffrait gate and nartow 


way which leadeth vnto eternall life, and 
there dwell with him fo2 ener. 
Open therefore vnto vs, O Lord, the gate 


of righreouſnes, that we may goe into them 


and prayſe thy holy name. This is the gate 
of the UL od, the righteous ſhall enter into it 
and pꝛaiſe him foz euermoꝛe. 

She God of peace which b2ought againe 
from the dead, The Loꝛd Jeſus, the great 
chepheard of the hape, thꝛough the blood of 
the euerlaſting couenant, make vs perkect in 
al geod wozks,cut off al lets and hind2ances 
both within vs and without vs: ſanctifie vs 
thzoughouf, amend all our imperfections, & 
kep vs blameleſſe vntill the day of his moft 
glozious appearing, that we may enter with 
him info his heauenly kingdome: to whom 

with the Father and holy Spirit, one 

God in Lrinity, and Trinity in 
Unity, be all bleſſing and 
glozy wozld with- 
out end. 


Soli Deo gloris. 
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